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T o t h e Me m be rs  an d  F r i en d s  of  S t .  St e ph e n ’s  Ch u rc h :  

T h is  i s  o u r  m om e n t — in  G od ’s  t im e – an d  h ow  
g rat e fu l  I  am  t o s h are  i t  w i t h  y ou .  F or  n e ar ly  
90  y ear s,  St .  S te p h en ’ s E p is c op al  C h u rc h  h as  
b ee n  a  w e lc o m in g  c om m un i t y  g rou n d e d in  
w o rs h ip ,  c o n n ec t i on ,  an d  c are .  W i t h a d e e p  
co m mi t me n t  t o  li v i n g  o u t  o u r  f ai t h ,  w e  h a v e  
w or k ed  t og e t h e r  t o  m ak e a  p o s it i v e  i mp act ,  
b o t h  i n o u r lo ca l ne i g h b o rh o o d s  a nd  ar ou nd  
t he  w o rl d .  

A p p ro ac h in g  a  c en t u ry o f  s h ared  l i fe ,  pu rp o s e,  
an d  s erv i c e t og e t h er  a t  St .  S te p h en ’ s p ro v id es  
u s  a  u n iq u e o pp o rt u n it y  t o lo ok  ah e ad  w it h  
in t e n t ion  an d  en s u re  ou r  p h ys ic a l  h o m e  i s re ad y t o s er v e ou r  c o m m u n al  
an d  s pi r i t u a l  n e ed s  for  t h e  n e x t  1 0 0 ye ars .

W it h  t h i s  o p po rt u n it y  in  m i n d  S t .  St e ph e n ’s  is  l au n c h in g  “ K e ep i n g  F a it h ,  
L o ok i ng  A h ea d : T he  S ec on d  C e nt u ry  C a mp a ig n , ” t o ra i s e t h e fu n d s  
n e c es s ary  t o  b r in g  ou r  v i si on  of  f a i t h f ul  m in is t ry  t o  l i fe ,  re n ew i n g  o u r  
c am p u s  to  be  m ore  w elc o m i n g,  ac c es s ib le ,  s a fe ,  an d  s us t a i n abl e .  T h es e  
im pr ov e m en t s  w il l  e n s u re a  v ib ran t  fu t u re fo r  p eo p le of  a l l  ag es  an d  w il l  
c re a t e s p ac e t h at  ref lec t s  t h e h ea r t  o f  ou r  f a i t h :  G od ' s  l ov e  m ad e v is ib le  
t h ro ug h  h o sp i ta l i t y ,  in c lu s io n ,  an d  l i f e  s h are d in  b ot h  j oy  an d  s or row .

W h en  I  lo ok  ou t  on  t h e c o n gr eg at io n  to d ay,  I  se e a  b eau t if u l  a n d g ro w in g  
c o m m u n it y .  M y  ho p e  a nd  p ra ye r  a re  t h at ,  t og e t h er ,  w e  w i ll  la y  a  s t ro ng  
f ou nd a t io n  f or  S t .  St e p h en ’ s  f u t u re  b y  ma k in g  s p a ce  w h e r e co mm u n it y  
w e s ee  t o d a y can  t h ri v e  t o g e t h e r f o r t h e  n ex t  c en t u r y t o co me .  In  t h e 
w o rk  w e n o w  u n d e rt ak e,  w e c an  h on o r  t h e le g ac y  of  t h o s e w h o  b u il t  t h is  
c h u rc h  an d  pr ep are d  i t  f or  u s ,  an d  w e c an  p as s  t h a t g if t a l on g  for  t h o s e 
w h o , by  t h e  gr ac e o f  Go d,  are  c e r t a in l y  st i l l  t o c om e.  

I  in v i t e  yo u  t o  j o in  m e an d  a  bo d y of  v e ry  d ed i c a t ed  lea de rs  of  S t .  
S te p h en ’s  in  t h is  s ac re d e ffo r t .  Y ou r  s u pp o rt ,  yo u r  p raye rs ,  yo u r  
g en e ro si t y  w il l  m ak e a l l  t h e  d if fe ren c e  fo r  g o od  as  w e p rep a re St .  
S te p h en ' s  Ch u rc h  fo r  i t s  s e c on d  c en t u ry  o f  Ch r is t ian  fa i t h ,  s erv i c e,  an d  
h o pe .  

G rat ef ul ly ,

T h e Re v .  To m  Co ok  
Re c t or ,  St .  S te p h en ' s  Ep is c o p al  Ch u rc h
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St. Stephen’s is a vibrant, inclusive community committed to faith, service, and offering a 

welcoming experience for all. As we approach our 90th anniversary, we are looking ahead 

to our next century of Christian ministry. The goal of this campaign is to prepare by 

enhancing our buildings and grounds, making our spaces more accessible and hospitable, 

and completing critical infrastructure updates to support our mission sustainably.

We are deeply rooted in our neighborhood and dedicated to serving the broader 

community. Updated and renewed facilities will enable us to continue offering not just 

worship, but also music events, Vacation Bible School, teen retreats, historic tours, 

community meals, and space for connection and support.

At the heart of St. Stephen’s is our commitment to serving others. Our outreach spans the 

Twin Cities and beyond, rooted in Christ’s commandment to love our neighbors. We 

partner with numerous organizations and work hand-in-hand to share our blessings — 

both individually and collectively — with those in need. 

T HE  SE C O N D  C E N TU R Y  C A M PA IG N :  O UR  V IS IO N

Y OU  W I L L B E  E NR I C H ED  I N EV E RY WAY FO R Y O UR  

G RE AT  G EN E RO S I T Y,  W HI CH  W I L L P R OD U CE  

TH A NK S GI VI NG  T O GO D  TH R OU G H US ;

2 Corinthians 9:11

WH O WE  ARE TO DAY

Keeping Faith, Looking Ahead  will ensure the ongoing 

support and steady growth of St.  Stephen’s church, 

meeting the evolving spiritual, logistical, and social 

needs of our members and neighbors.

O UR HO PE
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Founded in 1937 by a dedicated group of interdenominational community  members,  

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church w as envisioned as a welcom ing neighborhood church to 

serve the people of Edina. The architectural design is a repl ica of the 15th century  

Old Radnor Church in Wales, harkening back to the Episcopal Church’s Anglican roots in 

Great Bri tain. Built during the Great Depression, the St. Stephens sanctuary originally 

included only clear glass windows. Parishioners raised money throughout the years to pay 

for our  beautiful stained-glass windows. 

Keeping Faith , Looking Ahead: The Second Century Campaign represents the next step and the 

fir st fundraising effort on this sca le in a generation.

A BRI EF  H I S TO RY
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CO MMUN ITY FO R A L IF ET I ME
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2,985 
BAPTISMS 

1, 587
WEDDINGS

1,300
FUNERALS

161
INTERMENTS
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KEEPING FAITH

Since 1937,  St. Stephen’s has been a spiritual home 

for every  stage of  li fe.  From baptisms to weddings, 

youth formation to adult fe llowship, we walk this 

journey together in faith. Today,  we f ind ourselves 

blessed w ith a strong community of  long-time 

members, new families,  and a joyous crowd of young 

people filling our pews every Sunday. From  those 

pews to the nursery to the Gathering Space and 

everywhere around our spiritual home, our facili ties 

have lovingly served us for decades. But just like 

with any home, time has taken i ts toll and the 

vibrant community we see today is at r isk without 

investment to provide for its future.
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Our vision is a St. Stephen’s where the vitality we 

sense and celebrate today has everything i t needs to 

thrive well into the next generation: easy  access for 

all generations,  a sense of  safety for  everyone,  

sustainabili ty that conserves both the Earth and the 

church’s resources,  and a deeper  connection to the 

creekside surroundings that define the church’s 

beauty. We seek to renew  without erasing,  

modernizing while preserving the sacred 

architectural  detai ls that have long identified us.

RENDERINGS 
CONCEPT ONLY

LOOKING AHEAD
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ALL ARE WELCOME

To fully embody our commitment that All Are Welcome, we are creating 

spaces that are bright, open, inclusive, and easy to access for all. We are 

prioritizing safety, visibility,  and sustainability with improvements that 

honor our care for people and the planet.

KEY PROJECTS

• A new, fully accessible and automated main entrance alongside our 

historic narthex entrance, with space for gathering

• A new, centrally located elevator and stairwell to improve access 

throughout the Church and Chapel wing

• Enhanced pathways and wider interior corridors connecting the 

Gathering Space and Commons Room 

• An updated, visible primary entrance on Wooddale Avenue providing 

visitors easier and safer access to our active lower-level
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RENEWAL & MODERNIZATION

Our facilities have served us well for generations. Now, they need 

thoughtful updates to continue serving for the next century.

KEY PROJECTS

• Renovated and enlarged Gathering Space with windows and 

doors connecting to the lawn and Minnehaha Creek

• New, accessible restrooms for the Chapel Wing and Gathering Space

• Refreshed and dedicated spaces for Children’s and Youth Ministries, 

Music Ministries, and worship vesting

• Replacement and relocation of outdated HVAC systems to improve 

building efficiency and reduce our carbon footprint
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Our church leadership, empowered by all our members, has identified a once-in-a-generation 

opportunity to secure our vision for St. Stephen’s future, enhancing the present and ensuring that 

we remain a thriving, joyful, faith-filled community for decades to come.

This is our moment - blessed and full of possibility. As we look ahead to St. Stephen’s 100th year, 

we stand on the foundation of nearly a century of worship, friendship, faith, and service. Now, with 

hearts full of gratitude and hope, Keeping Faith, Looking Ahead: The Second Century Campaign 

will provide a course for us to create a church campus that fully reflects who we are, what we 

believe, and the bright future that awaits St. Stephen’s. 

Join us in this sacred work. With your prayers, your generosity, and your spirit, we will build 

something lasting for us and for all those still to come.

OUR SECOND CENTURY

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and 

visions heard and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the word.

Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and 

songs of grace;  let this house proclaim from floors to 

rafters: all are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

Hymn: Let Us Build A House (All Are  Welcome) by Marty Haugen



We  tha nk y ou, Lord … For  t he communi ty  
of  St .  St e phe n's  Church;  

f or  our  share d l if e  of  f ait h;  f or  t he  
ge nerosi ty  of our  a nces tors  who cal led  

us to  be come ;  
f or  a l l  who share  t o  b ui ld up t he church 

in our  t im e;  
and  f or  t hose who wil l  c arry t he f ait h  

af t e r  us.  

Wi th grat e ful  he art s ,  we  e nt rust  our  
l i ves  t o  you, aski ng y our  guid ance  a nd 
grace  a s we ma ke pre pa rat ions f or  t he  

f uture  of  St .  Ste phe n’s  Church. 

Move  us t o  ge ne ros it y in supp ort  of  a 
vi sion f or  ongoing min ist ry,  f or  a 

cam pa ign t o  raise  f und s f or  t he  
im prove me nt s of  our  f aci l it ie s ,  an d f or  

t he wil l  to  shar e  t he  l ight  an d hope  m ad e 
known t o  us in Je sus Chri st  t his  d ay  an d 

f or  a l l  our d ay s t o  come . 

A me n.

CAMPAIGN PRAYER
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