Smart Salting, Snow and Ice Removal – Winter, 2026
Now that the winter season is bringing us ice and snow, we recognize the need to provide clear and safe walkways, driveways and steps at home.

If you have a snow removal service, then all the better!  However, you may need to augment your service with some hand-clearing and shoveling.  Application of salt or the like comes to mind.  

Did you know that salt and other de-icing chemicals generally become useless when the air temperature is 15 degrees F. or lower!  What’s more, a teaspoon of salt contains enough chloride…the ‘melting’ chemical…to permanently pollute five gallons of water!  Forever!

Many of our lakes, ponds, streams and creeks are becoming permanently polluted due to over-salting practices, resulting in the reduction and killing of fish and other wildlife we all enjoy.
So, What to Do When It Snows?
Get out the shovel, or ice scraper.

Use salt sparingly.  One small scoop of salt or de-icing chemicals is about enough to treat a 20-foot driveway or to cover 10 sidewalk squares.  More salt does not necessarily mean more melting!**   Perhaps consider using sand or grit instead of salt or de-icing chemicals at home.  Whatever method you decide to use, to be safe we still have to be careful when roads and walks are icy.        
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